
WELCOME 
What a wonderful week our senior kids have been enjoying! 
School camps are now well underway and these have been 
a massive success. Rooms 14, 15 and 1 have all been away so 
far with Room 25 leaving today.   The aim of the camps is to 
get kids out of school, experience a new and exciting 
environment and get to know their teacher and make some 
cool new friends as well as reconnect with others. This year 
the location is the Foxton Bible Camp. This is an extremely well 
resourced facility that is comfortable, warm and 
has a variety of indoor spaces in case of inclement 
weather.  

So far the kids have walked the beach, taken part 
in glow stick ten pin bowling, hammered the 
scooter track and jumping pillow and grabbed a 
boogie board and slid down the dunes - awesome 
fun. 

I would like to extend a massive thank you to all the 
staff and parents/caregivers that have made this 
camp possible. To the right - Room 1 having a blast! 

PROPERTY MODIFICATIONS 
At our last Board of Trustees meeting it was agreed 
to complete a couple of school upgrade jobs. The 
first of these was to finish the Vertiface lining on the 
walls in the hall. This will make a massive visual impact. In 
addition, the floor covering in the Block 4 toilet entranceway 
(outside Room 18) will be replaced. This will complete the work 
on that classroom block. 

As you are maybe aware our school was lucky to gain 2 
Learning Support Coordinators. These are specialist staff who 
support students with all learning needs. Their role is to work 
alongside kids, arrange extension of support and ensure kids 
are referred to the correct external agency, if required. These 
positions are currently held by Whaea Shelley and Whaea Michelle. Both are hugely valuable to our school.  With 
their role the Ministry of Education (MoE) provisions for them a place to work. For the last few years this has been 
in the old dental clinic building.  Funds have been sourced from the MoE to upgrade this block and make it far 
more fit for purpose. The inside will be completely renovated and a deck and ranch slider will be added to the 
front.  This work has gone to tender and a contractor has been chosen. The Board is hopeful that construction 
work will begin in the near future. 

TAMARIKI TOA 
Tamariki Toa will take place at Timona Park on Friday 24th March 2023. This event 
will give our kids an experience that is as close to the original Tough Kids as 
possible.  The event will cost $5 and this will buy all kids a crack at the course, a 
sausage and a chocolate. I would like to thank all those people who are 
supporting this event with their expertise or donation. This event will also be 
attended by a number of our local schools who also missed out on Tough Kids. 

Kia ora kia tahi, kia tahi kia ora 
Together, we learn to live and live to learn
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CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE - WWW.LYTTONSTREET.SCHOOL.NZ

TAMARIKI TOA - FRIDAY 24TH MARCH 2023

http://www.lyttonstreet.school.nz


TE A O MĀORI @ LYTTON STREET 
Te Reo Māori Phrases for everyday.  
In Aotearoa New Zealand, Te Reo Māori is experiencing a 
significant revival. New Zealand has three official languages: 
English, Te Reo Māori, and New Zealand Sign Language. 
English is the primary language; however, since 2018 the 
proportion of people able to speak more than a few words 
or phrases of te reo Māori rose from 24 percent to 30 
percent. This makes it the second most commonly spoken 
language in New Zealand.   The Māori language is 
considered a national taonga (treasure) and is undergoing 
a significant revival. Initiatives such as Te Wiki o te reo Māori 
(Māori Language Week), Kura Kaupapa (Māori language 
schools from pre-school through to high school) and Māori 
Television all play a role in making sure Te Reo Māori remains 
a living language embraced throughout New Zealand. You 
can help support Te Reo Māori by making an effort to get 
pronunciation right and using simple words and phrases in 
everyday conversation.  
 
Be brave and give te reo Māori a go!  Tukuna te reo kia rere- Let the language fly! 

PROPOSED STRIKE ACTION 
Last week teachers ‘overwhelmingly’ rejected their latest pay offer and have voted on industrial action. The vote was 
regarding a possible strike that may take place on the Thursday 16th March.  At the time this newsletter goes to print 
the results of this possible strike action are unknown.  Once the results are known the school, along with the Board of 
Trustees will make a plan. This plan will be based on whether, with the number of striking staff, it is possible to keep the 
school open. As always, we will do all our best to keep the school operating and limit the impact on our parent 
community. I will update this information through Facebook when it comes to hand. 

ATHLETICS  
All kids are currently honing their athletic skills in preparation for the Athletics Days that are 
coming up shortly. Senior Athletics is on Monday 27th March, Middle Athletics are on the 28th 
March and Junior Athletics on the 23rd March. More information regarding specific times and 
events on the day will be coming out shortly. The track, to the right, is looking an absolute 
picture and should be real fast this year. 

SCHOOL STRUCTURE 
Over the next few newsletters I will be introducing our leadership structure. This is important to refresh your memory if 
you are a long serving member of our school and an introduction if you are new to our whānau. The school has one 
Principal, 2 Deputy Principals, 3 Associate Principals and 4 Team Leaders. Each of these roles carries with it a wide 
range of responsibilities and leadership areas that support the development and continued enhancement of our 
school. Deputy Principal, Richard Dodunski, leads most sporting events, camps, student support programmes and 
technology throughout the school and enrolment. Deputy Principal, Jolie Heyward, leads curriculum development, 
Literacy, coordinates all learning needs, enrolment, and both leads and has a passion for our 5 year olds as they first 
enter our school.  Please feel free to contact either of these Deputy Principals should you require any support, advice 
or assistance.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE - WWW.LYTTONSTREET.SCHOOL.NZ

Kia ora kia tahi, kia tahi kia ora - Together, we learn to live and live to learn

How do you say hello in Te Reo Māori? 
Kia ora - Hello 
Mōrena - Good morning 
Tēnā koe - Hello to one person 
Kia ora/Tēna kōrua - Hello to two people 
Kia ora tātou/kia ora koutou - Hello everyone 
Tēnā koutou - Greetings to you (said to three or more 
people) 
Nau mai, haere mai - Welcome 
Kei te pēhea koe? - How are you? 
Kei te pai - Good 
Tino pai - Really good
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