
WELCOME	
Welcome	to	the	middle	of	Term	1,	and	what	a	 jam-packed	term	 it	
has	 been	 so	 far.	 Kids	 are	 now	 se<led	 into	 their	 classrooms	 and	
learning	 is	 flying	 along.	 There	 are	 a	 number	 of	 events	 coming	 up	
that	are	sure	to	maintain	enthusiasm	levels	-	AthleCcs	Day	and	also	
the	Weetbix	Tryathlon.		

The	building	project	is	also	well	underway.	Rooms	9	and	10	and	half	
of	Te	Tipu	is	almost	framed	up	and	ready	for	the	applicaCon	of	gib.	
This	is	going	to	be	a	magnificent	learning	space	-	one	very	similar	to	
our	Room	1-4	block.	Further	informaCon	and	follow	up	photos	will	
be	added	at	a	later	stage.	

LEARNING	CONVERSATIONS	
Learning	 ConversaCons	 will	 take	 place	 the	 week	 aNer	 next	 -		
Tuesday	26th	and	Wednesday	27th	March.	 	These	will	once	again	
be	 learning	 conversaCons	 that	 involve	 both	 families	 and	 your	
children.	 	InformaCon	regarding	these	conversaCons	has	been	sent	
home.	Our	online	system	will	be	used	to	log	appointment	Cmes.	If	
you	are	having	trouble	making	an	online	appointment	please	pop	in	
and	 see	 your	 child’s	 teacher.	 It	 will	 be	 great	 to	 see	 you	 all	 there	
supporCng	 your	 child’s	 learning.	 	 Please	 also	 be	 aware	 at	 this	
meeCng	you	will	be	given	a	copy	of	your	child’s	preliminary	report.	

FOXTON	BEACH	CAMP	
All	 of	our	Year	5	and	6	 classes	have	been	having	a	blast	 at	 school	
camp	this	week.	The	overnighter	for	our	senior	kids	is	a	terrific	way	
to	get	 to	 know	both	 their	 classroom	 teacher	and	also	 their	peers.	
The	 weather	 has	 held	 for	 the	most	 part.	 The	 camps	 conclude	 on	
Saturday	morning.	 	I	would	like	to	offer	a	huge	thank	you	to	all	our	
parents	who	have	given	up	their	Cme	to	support	this	experience.	

NEW	ZEALAND	EDUCATION	INSTITUTE	(NZEI)	
In	 the	week	 of	 18	March,	 primary	 teachers	 and	 principals	 around	
the	 country	 who	 are	 NZEI	 Te	 Riu	 Roa	 members	 are	 heading	 to	
meeCngs	to	vote	on	whether	to	accept	or	reject	the	latest	collecCve	
agreement	offers	from	the	government.	They	will	also	be	voCng	on	
whether	to	take	strike	acCon	should	the	offers	be	rejected.	

NZEI	wants	 to	 ensure	 teaching	 is	 an	 a<racCve	 profession	 for	 people	 to	 join	 and	 stay	 in,	 and	we	 have	 asked	 that	 the	 government	
provide	for	be<er	staffing	to	reduce	class	sizes	and	give	teachers	more	Cme	to	teach	and	Cme	to	 lead.	The	offers	received	are	only	
minimally	different	from	what	was	offered	(and	rejected)	last	year.	This	is	because	the	government	has	refused	to	increase	the	amount	
of	money	available.			

As	you	may	be	aware,	many	schools	are	having	difficulty	recruiCng	teachers	and	relievers,	and	this	needs	to	improve.	Your	conCnued	
support	is	really	appreciated.	If	these	offers	are	rejected,	it	is	the	voices	of	parents	and	the	wider	public	that	will	be	key	to	ensuring	the	
government	as	we	strive	to	ensure	every	child	gets	the	best	possible	educaCon.	

For	more	informaCon,	please	go	to	h<p://campaigns.nzei.org.nz/Cme/	

Check	out	our	website	-	www.lyPonstreet.school.nz

LEARNING	CONVERSATIONS	-	26TH	&	27TH	MARCH	2019

Kia	ora	kia	tahi,		
kia	tahi	kia	ora

FOXTON CAMP
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PARENTING:	HELP,	I	DON’T	LIKE	MY	CHILD	
For	those	days	when	you	feel	like	throwing	it	in,	please	don’t,	because	your	li<le	person	needs	you	to	hold	on	Cght	while	they	get	set	up	for	
life.	Even	when	you	don’t	like	your	child,	you	sCll	have	what	it	takes	to	love	them.	Here	are	some	helpful	hints	to	get	you	through.	

Let	them	be	themselves	
There	are	plenty	of	things	you	do	get	to	choose	as	a	parent.	You	get	to	choose	your	child’s	name,	what	you	give	them	to	eat	and	where	you	
take	them.	But	none	of	us	get	to	choose	our	child’s	personality,	their	thoughts,	their	feelings,	or	their	decisions.	Embracing	the	child	you	have,	
instead	of	lamenCng	the	one	you	don’t	have,	is	one	of	the	most	liberaCng	and	life-giving	things	you	can	do	for	your	child,	for	you,	and	your	
relaConship.	

Let	them	mess	up	
We’ve	got	to	be	prepared	to	embrace	their	failures	and	frustraCons.	In	doing	this,	we’re	teaching	our	kids	that	failure	is	a	very	ordinary	and	
normal	part	of	life.	If	we’re	open	about	our	own	failures	and	can	stand	beside	our	kids	in	theirs,	we	offer	them	the	uncondiConal	acceptance	
they	need	to	pick	themselves	up	and	try	again.	

Let	them	make	decisions	
With	 all	 the	 knowledge	 and	 experience	 that	 we’ve	 acquired,	 we	 could	 save	 our	 kids	 a	 whole	 lot	 of	 hardship	 if	 they’d	 just	 listen	 to	 us.	
Unfortunately	for	us,	our	kids	are	oNen	determined	to	ignore	our	wisdom	and	to	make	their	own	way	in	the	world.		It’s	not	your	job	to	show	
your	 child	how	 to	avoid	all	 falls,	but	 to	hold	 their	hand	as	 they	 take	 the	 leap.	When	we’re	available	 to	debrief	about	what	 they’ve	 learnt	
without	lectures	or	judgement,	we	give	our	kids	what	they	need	to	get	back	out	there	with	a	li<le	more	wisdom	of	their	own.	

Next	Cme	you	feel	the	need	to	correct,	explain	or	lecture,	take	a	deep	breath.	Then,	turn	and	say	to	them,	‘I’m	here	and	I’m	listening’.	

ROBOTICS	
We	have	been	lucky	enough	to	enjoy	some	new	roboCcs	gear	for	
the	next	few	weeks.	This	kit	(see	photo)	has	12	Sphero	Robots	in	
it	 that	 can	 be	 controlled	 by	 our	 iPads.	 The	 great	 thing	 about	
Sphero	 is	 that	 they	 can	be	used	across	 all	 year	 levels	which	fits	
perfectly	with	the	new	Digital	Technologies	Curriculum.	They	can	
be	controlled	in	a	variety	of	ways;	drawing	code,	building	code,	or	
wriCng	code.	Pā	Chris	 is	going	to	be	running	some	compeCCons	
for	students	to	have	a	go	and	learn	how	to	use	them.	

SCHOOL	DONATIONS	
Every	 year	 the	 Board	 of	 Trustees	 seeks	 a	 school	 donaCon	 from	
our	 whānau	 to	 assist	 with	 the	 learning	 and	 teaching	
opportuniCes	 we	 provide	 at	 our	 school.	 The	 Board	 has	 set	 the	
donaCon	 at	 $50	 for	 one	 child	 or	 $80	 for	 a	 family.	 We	 would	
greatly	appreciate	your	support	in	paying	this.		

BOARD	OF	TRUSTEES	
Are	you	interested	in	being	on	the	Board	of	Trustees?	This	year	is	
elecCon	year	for	elecCng	new	trustees	to	the	Board.	The	Board	of	
Trustees	 hold	 an	 important	 governance	 role	 in	 the	 school,	 who	
have	 overall	 responsibility	 for	 the	 school.	 Along	 with	 legal	
responsibiliCes	 that	 the	 Board	 must	 adhere	 to,	 the	 Board’s	
primary	responsibility	is	student	achievement.	If	you	would	like	to	
know	more	about	being	on	the	Board,	please	feel	free	to	see	Ben,	
Richard	or	any	of	the	current	board	members.	

Check	out	our	website	-	www.lyPonstreet.school.nz

www.lyttonstreet.school.nz Check	out	our	Facebook	page	-	Ly<on	Street	School

EVENTS 
Term	Dates:	Monday	4th	February	-	Friday	12th	April		
Sunday	10th	March	-	Saturday	16th	March	-	Year	5/6	Camp	to	
Foxton	Beach	(2	days/1	night	per	class)	
Goal	Senng	MeeCngs	-	26th	&	27th	March	
Thursday	28th	March	-	Year	3-6	AthleCcs	Sports	
Tuesday	2nd	April	-	Year	0-2	AthleCcs	Sports
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Together, we learn to live and live to learn
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