
WELCOME 
A warm welcome to you all. 

What an exciting and fun filled end to the year we are having. There have just been a plethora of opportunities 
for our kids to enjoy, from waterslides to Parliament trips. As I have mentioned many times Covid-19 has certainly 
provided many challenges but it has also afforded us the chance to reflect, take time, and think about all we 
have to be thankful for. For us we are thankful for…  

• our wonderful staff who turn up each day and do their absolute best to support our tamariki to reach their 
potential 

• our awesome kids who come to school enthusiastic, curious, eager and with lashings of humour each and 
every day 

• and to our whānau who support every aspect of school life and ensure their kids are well prepared each 
day 

         …to you all thank you. 

There will be a final newsletter next week that will document the photos from the End of Year Celebration and 
also a farewell Christmas message. 

ROOM 13 TRIP 
After one postponement in November due to weather, we decided to bite the bullet and head out to Bushy 
Park Nature Sanctuary for Room 13’s class trip. The weather forecast was ok but it was perfect for getting the real 
rainforest experience. Nestled in the hills past Whanganui, many were awestruck by the trees enveloping the 
road as we drove up to the sanctuary. Along the way, we had to stop to push the button to enter the predator-
proof fence. This was the first sign that we were in a very special location. Despite the rain, we pushed on for a 
short walk where we saw ancient Rata and Totara trees, Cabbage trees, Silver Ferns, and moss-covered trees. 
We were also very fortunate to see Hihi, 
Saddlebacks and even a Robin bathing 
in one of the puddles formed on the 
tracks. We dried off a little in their 
education centre, where we learnt more 
about forest life. Afterwards, we headed 
to the Whanganui Pools where we got 
wet again, this time racing down the 
hydro slides and cruising through the lazy 
river. Special thanks go to the parents 
who gave up their time to help transport 
everyone for the day, and the team at 
B u s h y P a r k f o r b e i n g a b l e t o 
accommodate us and giving us a great 
experience despite the weather.  

SPECIAL SANTA VISIT 
Just to let you know our special visitor will be popping in tomorrow and possibly Monday with gifts for the kids. I 
would like to extend a huge thank you to all the community and whānau sponsors who have made this possible 
- the response has been simply outstanding. 

REPORTS 
A reminder that all student reports and class placements will come out on 
Monday 14th December. Please keep an eye out for them. 

 

MAKINO FUN DAY - MONDAY 14TH DECEMBER 2020

Kia ora kia tahi, kia tahi kia ora 
Together, we learn to live and live to learn
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ROOM 6 TRIP 
The weather was brilliant for Room 6’s day trip, especially after the 
days of rain that came beforehand. After getting organised into 
our groups we all headed over to the Wildbase Recovery Centre. 
We were lucky enough to see a variety of native birds and wildlife, 
including a penguin! We chose this destination to link in with our 
STEAM topic of natural disasters and the effects that they can 
have. We were able to learn how native wildlife is cared for after 
these disasters occur. Just in time the sun came out from behind 
the clouds and we were able to head over to the Esplanade 
playground for a cupcake picnic and fun on the playground. From 
there, we headed over to Te Manawa to learn about our local 
waterways and flooding, another link to our natural disaster focus. 
We became farmers and planned how to avoid damage caused 
by erosion and flooding as well as learning about the history of the 
mighty Manawatu River. A great day was had by all, a huge thank 
you to all of our parent helpers! 

YEAR 6 LEADERS TRIP TO PARLIAMENT 
Our Year 6 Leaders had the privilege of getting a tour through 
Parliament last week where they learned about the different roles, 
traditions and rules surrounding the debating chamber. It was 
compared to a sports game where the speaker of the house is like 
the umpire who ensures everyone follows the rules and even has 
the power to sin bin people if they break them. This was followed 
up by sitting in the gallery and watching  the real MPs in the 
debating chamber. They were lucky enough to see Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern and the reaction of various MPs to her Climate 
Emergency declaration. Thank you very much to the parents who 
helped out with transport. 

CRICKET FESTIVAL DAY 
Manawatu Cr icket held a 
festival day last Thursday as a conclusion to the cricket lessons they've been running 
for our senior students. We took six teams down to Timona Park to compete in a 
tournament where the main emphasis was on having fun. With the sun out, 
barbeque sizzling, music blaring and ice blocks flowing, it was hard to find anyone 
who wasn't having a blast. There was plenty of cricket played as well with 4s and 6s 
being hit all over the park. A big thanks to 
Manawatu Cricket for providing such an 
enjoyable event. 

ROOM 15 TRIP 
Finally, the sun was shining and the day Room 15 
had been looking forward to for weeks had 
arrived - our trip to Whanganui. We headed off on 
our journey to Kowhai Park for a play and morning 
tea, and then headed to the Whanganui 
Museum. During our time at the Museum, we 

learnt about the earth's geological system, explored the interesting items on display, 
and made posters using printmaking to warn people about natural disasters; this was 
connected to our STEAM topic for the term. So, we were very lucky to manipulate 
materials and expand our knowledge of natural disasters. To cool off, we ended the 
day at Splash Centre where we stopped for a swim before returning home. We were 
so fortunate to have such beautiful weather and wonderful parent helpers to make 
this day so special for us. 
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ROOM 18 TIPI HAERE- 'TŪ TE MANAWA' RIVER ACCORD 
All along the Manawatu river path, there are 8 whare mātauranga or educational kiosks, between Norsewood & 
Foxton. These house some of the history of the local iwi and the unique qualities of each area. We had 3 to visit during 
our tipi haere and although the weather did not look promising, we chose to head off and take on whatever the day 
served up.   First stop was Te Ngau o Tapa te Whata or Kitchener Park in Feilding. We spent some time enjoying the 
whare mātauranga or educational kiosk before heading off to explore the walking tracks. We managed to spot some 
pīwakawaka (fantails), kereru (wood pigeons) & kawakawa, a plant known for it's medicinal properties and the Māori 
name for Feilding. Following a quick kai, we headed to Shannon to visit the whare there, named Poutū after the 
wharenui at the local marae. We entertained the locals with some LSS waiata, played some games and shared a 
yummy fish and chip lunch together. Our final drive took us to Palmerston North and the whare, Hokowhitu. Upon 
arrival, we also found a stopbank that was too good not to roll down a few times! After Pā Ronald shared some history 
about the local area and people, we took a quick look at the Manawatu River. Then we found time for a few more 
rolls down the hill before heading 
back to school.   We are very lucky 
to have had the opportunity to 
explore our region and learn about 
some of the iwi and taonga that 
make it the best place to live in.  
Room 18 would like to thank Whāea 
Jess, Whāea Hannah & Whāea 
Jenn, Pā Caleb, Pā Tui, Pā Alan and 
Koro Boss for taking the time to drive 
us and take care of us all.  
If you would like to find out more 
about Tū te Manawa, follow the link 
below: 
https://www.manawaturiver.co.nz/
activities/tu-te-manawa/ 

WEST END KAPA HAKA EXCHANGE 
Our school Kapa Haka group have 
been working hard all year to get their 
performance bracket to an extremely 
high standard. Whaea Turehu and Pā 
Anaru as well as Pā Ronald have 
provided the expertise. On Tuesday our 
group visited West End School in 
Palmerston North as part of a Kapa 
Haka exchange. This offered the 
opportunity to see their Kapa Haka 
group also. A huge thank you to our kids 
and the magnificent team that has 
brought this all together. 

LIFE EDUCATION TRUST 
We are so excited to be coming back to Lytton Street School to see all our friends 
again! Being among you all is one of the highlights of our year, and we are extra lucky 
this year with 2 visits to your awesome school! We feel really privileged to be able to 
share learning with the Year 0-4 students around expressing and managing feelings, 
showing aroha, manaakitanga, engaging positively with peers, keeping ourselves 
safe, and valuing our identities to be a great friend. 

BLAKE BRADLEY - SHAVE FOR A CURE 
Blake Bradley had his head shaved yesterday for Shave for a 
Cure. This organisation raises funds for leukaemia research and 
support. Blake has raised over $1300. A huge congratulations to 
Blake for supporting such an important cause. 

SPORTS UNIFORMS 
It would be great if all sports uniforms could be handed in as soon as possible. 

 

Together, we learn to live and live to learn
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ROOM 24 TRIP 
Room 24 had been eagerly awaiting their class trip and 
finally the day arrived! We had a stunning day for our 
trip and couldn’t wait to get started. We headed off to 
Te Manawa and the children were excited to see such 
a creative and unique building. We met the lovely 
teachers - Pip and Kirsty and began our sessions. We 
completed two classes - Colour My World and 
Treasured Tapa. Colour My World was an opportunity to 
learn about colours and how they link to emotions. We 
learnt about prime colours and how to mix colours to 
create new ones. We then created our own Kandinsky 
inspired art. In Treasured Tapa we learnt about the 
origins and importance of tapa and then had an 
opportunity to create our own tapa with patterns and 
designs that are unique to us. Our day out was an 
exceptional experience and everyone returned to 
school buzzing with new learning and excitement. I 
think we had some tired but happy children on 
Wednesday night. A big thank you to our amazing 
parents for your help and commitment throughout the 
day.  

TE TIPU 2 TRIP 
The much anticipated day had arrived. It was obvious 
students were poised ready for new experiences when 
one remarked with wonder, “look cows” during the 
drive over to Palmerston North. As the miniature train 
pulled into the Esplanade playground station everyone 
was eager to pick out what they thought was the best 
spot on the train. The air rushing past and hands waving 
in the air accompanied the excitement in their voices. 
The Wildbase recovery centre was the next stop. 
Students were very inquisitive with their questions. They 
loved learning about the habitats and enclosures as 
much as the animals themselves. We managed a lovely 
bush walk and time on the playground before the day 
came to an end. Well done to the parents and students 
for a wonderful experience. 

ZAPPO THE MAGICIAN 
Zappo the Magician visited our school early in the 
week. He treated Te Tipu to a wonderful magic display. 
The kids got great enjoyment from this visit - some even 
got to take part. Thank you Zappo. Great job. 

END OF YEAR CELEBRATION 
A huge thank you to the many whānau and family who 
came yesterday to enjoy the celebration of a 
wonderful year of achievement for our students. It is 
humbling to know how invested our parent community 
are.  

Photos from the evening will be printed in next weeks 
newsletter - the final one of the year.  

2021 promises to be a great opportunity for us to enjoy a 
settled year of learning - free of the impact of Covid-19. 
Thanks again.

 

Monday 14th December - Makino Fun Day 
Tuesday 15th December - LAST DAY OF TERM 4 
Wednesday 3rd February - START OF TERM 1

Together, we learn to live and live to learn

www.lyttonstreet.school.nz

COMING UP…

http://www.lyttonstreet.school.nz
http://www.lyttonstreet.school.nz

